ANRCETI DEFINED 10 RELEVANT MARKETS OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS AND SERVICES

(Press Release)

The National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI - www.anrceti.md) defined 10 relevant markets of electronic communications and information technology, which will be analyzed in order to find whether the market is effectively competitive and to identify significant market power.   This is a provision of ANRCETI Administrative Board Decision on defining the lists of relevant markets, in force on the day of publication in the Official Gazette, July 10.  
The new document is based on the Law on Electronic Communications and European Commission recommendations addressing to the identification of relevant markets and significant market power. It was subject to public consultations held with the providers of electronic communications networks and services and with the interested public authorities. 
Market no. 1 from the list, approved by the Agency is the retail market of access of end users (legal and natural persons) to the public telephone network at a fixed location. Markets no. 2 – 10 are wholesale markets of services offered between providers of electronic communications networks and services. Market no. 1 – 9 are the markets contained in the European Commission recommendation, and market no. 10 – services of physical access to associated facilities of electronic communications networks – was defined by the Agency proceeding from the need to ensure the development of competition at network level, which will be an incentive to competition on retail market.    
ANRCETI Director, Sergiu Sîtnic, said that defining the relevant markets is an important step of the regulator targeted at estimating the degree of competition on different sector segments and determining the significant market power. He mentioned that the Agency had already started the relevant market analysis, after which it is going to establish the degree of competition on the markets. Where it is found that the markets are not effectively competitive, the Agency will consider them susceptible to ex-ante regulation, will identify the providers with significant market power and impose on them special ax-ante obligations, intended to protect and enhance competition, said S. Sîtnic. 

In this context, Sergiu Sîtnic specified that the Agency has the powers to impose on providers with significant market power obligations with reference to interconnection and access in the case of competitors, transparency and non-discrimination, reference interconnection offer made publicly available, cost-oriented prices, separate accounting, etc.   These obligations are aimed at removing barriers to market entry, provision of networks services, associated facilities and creating favorable conditions for a fair competition between market players, emphasized the Director.   

The relevant market is a market of electronic communications networks and/or services, whose characteristic features are justifying imposition of special obligations. A provider of networks and/or services is considered as having significant market power on a relevant market if, as a result of market analysis, he is found to be holding a market share of 35% and higher and if, the Agency finds that the given market is not effectively competitive.    
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